THE  YEARS  OF CHANGE.                   l6l

The " Sturm- und Drang " period of his youth
and early manhood was over. Physical causes had
contributed their share: an affection of the ears
that had begun in 1901 and was only completely
cured in 1905 made him apprehensive of total
deafness in his hours of depression. But the
essential part of the process was played out in the
secret depths of his soul. Life changed its coun-
tenance for him. Moods of titanic defiance, of
suffering melancholy and arrogant acceptance of
life no longer held solitary sway in his soul. Life
set him new problems, raised his feelings and
views to a more noble, more spiritual plane. His
wrestlings with new problems, during which he
was thoroughly misunderstood by most of those
around him, created a feeling of isolation that
plunged him into melancholy at times, but the
piercing acuteness of which at the same time and
to an even greater degree steeled him.

The man and the artist were one in him. In the
case of such a thoroughly honest and conscientious
artist as he was, spiritual experiences had of
necessity to be reflected in his work to force him
away from spheres already tested, in which he
could have gained fresh, easily won laurels, and to
guide his searching spirit into ways where fresh
victories could only be gained by fresh struggles.
This honesty of the master towards himself was
bound to create a gulf between him and his
audience, but he was willing to pay the price. If
his artistic career during the following years became
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